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As promised, this edition of the NCAMS Newsletter will only be sent electronically.    The Executive Board is dedicated to provide our membership with information and details that may be helpful to them.  Once again, we still do not have a newsletter editor and I want to offer the opportunity for any of our members to take on this responsibility.  So, if you are interested in putting a newsletter together two or three times a year, please let me know.  You can reach me via e-mail at bcwaldner@aol.com.  

In our efforts to update our membership files, we are asking that you make sure that our Membership Secretary, Theresa McGoldrick has your current e-mail address of choice so we can arrange to send it out electronically as opposed to snail-mail.  Theresa is also looking to make sure that she has all the information about the affiliates that you also maintain membership with.  Especially, in the case of NCTM, we want to be able to report how many members of our organization  also maintain membership in NCTM (and we hope that it true of everyone).  We believe that NCAMS should qualify for the NCTM Affiliate Leadership Circle.  To be recognized as an affiliate for the NCTM Affiliate Leadership Circle a Partner Affiliate must submit its membership list to the NCTM affiliates office to determine what percent of our members are NCTM members as well.  An Affiliate can qualify for one of three recognition levels based on the percent of its members who are also current members of NCTM.  The levels and the minimum percentage of NCTM membership for each recognition level are as follows: SILVER (35%), GOLD (50%), and PLATINUM (65%).
Remember that you can always download a membership application form from our website www.nassaumath.com.  Also, please remember that when you renew your NCTM membership, if you do that on-line, you can list NCAMS as an affiliate in the affiliates rebate program.  
NCAMS is proud that we sponsored the E-workshop on Geometric Thinking in Grades 
9 -12 from NCTM.  This new event was held at Carle Place High School and provided an excellent service to our members and/or teachers that work with our members.  Our upcoming events for the remainder of the year include the How To Make Math Count Conference, Sharing, Pi Day, Family Math Day, Spring Luncheon, and the Student Symposium.  We also work closely with the Nassau County Interscholastic Mathematics League that hosts the Mathlete competitions and the Math Tournament.  Our Executive Board is also actively involved in the Al Kalfus Long Island Math Fair and the Long Island Math Conference (LIMACON).  There is also a new and exciting event that we are endorsing, the Math Tournament for grades 7 & 8.  One will be held at Kellenberg High School on March 11, 2010 and there will also be another in Suffolk County on March 12th.  The questions for these are supplied by MOEMS. 
I also want to help you understand how NCAMS works for you.  Over the past few years the Executive Board has written several letters to the State Education Department.  One was in support of the re-implementation of three Regents Examinations  in Mathematics (which of course is coming up with the Integrated Algebra, Geometry and Algebra 2/Trigonometry Examinations).  Another letter was sent to support implementing Integrated Algebra this year rather than waiting an additional year.  The Executive Board also sent a request asking to administer the first Integrated Algebra Regents on the morning of the first day of the Regents Examination schedule rather than the afternoon.  Additionally we also appealed to NYSED to make sure that the schedule for the Geometry Regents last spring was on the morning of the first day of the state schedule of Regents Examinations rather than a week before the other exams.  We also wrote a new letter this year asking that the Math B Regents this June be administered the same day as the Algebra Two/Trigonometry Regents.  And, word has just arrived that this too contributed to moving this test on the testing schedule for this June.
Plans are moving along very well for the establishment of a new Mathematics Museum.  This will be a state-of-the-art museum.  The museum has received a Charter from New York State and is now in the process of selecting a site.  And, Glen Whitney has been appointed as the Executive Director of the museum. You can see the exciting plans by viewing the website www.mathfactory.org .   This website is a wiki and is, therefore interactive to those who have been given login privileges.  However, you do not need to login to view what has been posted there.  I think you will agree with me that the plans are very exciting!  In addition the museum has begun to develop a website for the museum itself.  It is still under some construction but has some great information on it, go to www.momath.org.   Once again, this spring the Math Factory will sponsor a traveling exhibit at the street fair portion of the World Science Festival that will be held in Washington Square Park.  This is scheduled for the first weekend in June.  You can view some pictures from last year’s display by visiting www.mathmidway.org.  
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Report on the NCAMS December Luncheon
Seminar on “21st Century Skills: A Portfolio Approach” a huge success

If you were unable to attend the December lunch sponsored by NCAMS, you missed a real treat.  Aside from a great lunch at the Westbury Manor, we were wowed by Terry Clark and Angel Kozlowski of Bethpage and Danielle Bartolo of Oceanside as they described programs in their districts that had students clamoring to attend and teachers competing to be the ones who could provide the most interesting and creative after school programs.

Terry and Angel described a voluntary program that addressed seven major areas (Communication, Health and Fitness, Global Awareness, Information Technology, Financial Literacy, Career Focus, and Community Service).  Teachers brainstormed to create activities in which the students participated after school.  Points were assigned to each activity, and students who earned a designated number of points by the time they were ready to graduate received special diplomas and scholarship money.  The Bethpage school district partnered with Cablevision, Dell, Molloy College, and other corporate and non-profit organizations to finance these activities.  Teachers who chaperoned these activities received (very) minimal stipends.  The goal was to provide real life experiences that would promote “well-roundedness” in the students.  Each student kept track of his/her activities using an online portfolio set up using a program similar to the My Learning Plan used by teachers.  They were each required to produce some “artifact “ (written, recorded, or artistic) of each activity.  In some cases, the students were the teachers, conducting seminars in, for example, GIS, blogs, DNA and the Genographic Project.  From what Terry and Angel reported, the students, teachers, administrators, parents, and  Board of Education sounded wildly enthusiastic about this program.  

The program Danielle described, though not as comprehensive as the Bethpage program, also provides real life practical experiences to the students in Oceanside.  Each student, beginning in elementary school and continuing through high school, is required to take a course in personal finance.  While some topics are spiraled through the grades (such as budgeting), they are presented at age appropriate levels at each grade.   In order to graduate from high school, each student must take this course, which is given every other day for one semester.  Some of the topics covered are credit, making major purchases such as cars and homes, the predatory practices of credit card companies in trying to ensnare college students, how to follow the stock market and what it means to “play” the market, online bill paying, and maintaining checking accounts.  Here too, the students sounded extremely enthusiastic, in one case reporting satisfaction at taking a course that was truly relevant to his life.

We eagerly look forward to future programs planned by NCAMS.

************************************************************************

NCTM E-workshop - "Geometric Thinking"
 

On October 14th and December 9th  15 teachers attended the first NCAMS sponsored presentation of an E-Workshop - "Geometric Thinking".   NCTM did a great job of presenting many of the free interactive applications "Illuminations" offers  that are geared toward illuminating Geometry.  The presenters also gave us innovative ideas for problem sets and a different point of view for some geometric units.  What about presenting the "why" of the volume of a cone through the simplest concept of calculus - limits - and build a cone using consecutive layers of cubes?  What is the centroid and can you balance a triangle on it?  How about the orthocenter and the circumcenter?  What does Euler's line have to do with it all?

 

Please plan on joining us for the next E-Workshop  - Watch for it!

************************************************************************

Long Island Mathematics Educators Hall of Fame
On November 10, 2009, four educators were honored and inducted into the Long Island Mathematics Educators Hall of Fame.  The four inductees were: Curt Bodie, Judy Broadwin, Maxine Lifshitz and Bruce Waldner.  Thanks to Mary Ann Mansfield and Jane Sessler along with the HOF Committee for a wonderful job.  The induction ceremony was held at Chateau Briand in Carle Place.  The master of  ceremonies for the evening was Ray Scacalossi.  Ray had each inductee presented to the audience by a different person.  First, Richard Kalman introduced Curt Bodie’s wife who accepted the award on behalf of Curt.  Then, Dr. Jung Pil Lee introduced Judy Broadwin.  Introducing Maxine Lifshitz was Martha Greene.  Bruce Waldner was introduced by Theresa McGoldrick.  It was a very nice evening to celebrate the accomplishments of this year’s inductees.
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January 8 – How To Make Math Count – Molloy College, Rockville Centre 

February 5 – The Nassau Math Tournament (HS) – SUNY Old Westbury

February 24 – Sharing – Molloy College – Route 110

March 2 – Spring Luncheon –  (Nanci Smith is returning) – Molloy College – Route 110

March 5 – Al Kalfus Long Island Math Fair – Nassau Preliminary Round – Hofstra  

                 University

March 11 – The Nassau Math Tournament (Grades 7 & 8) – Kellenberg  HS

March 12 – The Suffolk Math Tournament (Grades 7 & 8) – Brookhaven National Labs
March 19 – Al Kalfus Long Island Math Fair – Suffolk Preliminary Round – Suffolk 

                 Community College, Selden, NY

Pi Day - April 17, 2010

Enter the Third annual π (Pi) Day Contest and Exhibition hosted at Suffolk County Community College’s Grant Campus.  This contest is jointly sponsored by the Grant Campus Mathematics Department of Suffolk County Community College, the Mathematics Museum, Nassau County Association of Mathematics Supervisors, Nassau County Mathematics Teachers Association and Suffolk County Mathematics Teachers Association.    

What is π (Pi) Day?

π (Pi) Day occurs on March 14 (that is , 3/14) and honors the special number 3.14…  The purpose of the day is to foster creativity in and the enjoyment of mathematics.  π (Pi) Day encourages students to participate in mathematics in imaginative, alternative ways.

Schools are encouraged to celebrate π (Pi) Day in their own way, including participation in the π (Pi) Day contest which concludes with an exhibition of the entrants’ work from 2 PM to 5 PM on April 17, 2010 in the Health, Sports, Education/Convention Center.  Directions are included in this announcement package.

The deadline for submission of Pi Day projects is April 7.  

What is the contest’s theme?

This year’s theme is Mathimagination.  Since math is involved in some way with many different fields, contest entries must be developed in context of an area of study such as art, language, technology, music, the humanities and, of course, mathematics.  

Who is eligible to enter the contest?

Students at various levels of learning are encouraged to participate.  Each category will be judged according to one of the four grade divisions:

Intermediate (I):  
Grades 4 – 6


Middle School (M):
Grades 6 – 8



High School (H):
Grades 9 -12



College C:

Undergraduate levels

What are this year’s Pi Day Events?

Students may enter as an individual or as a group through their school.  They can create one or more projects from any of the following six categories:

Posters




Tessellations





Geometric Models


Poetry

Math Board Games


Computer Generated Art: Tessellations and Fractals 

More details to follow.




Here's the schedule of upcoming opportunities to see the Math Midway first-hand.  Note that we are still booking installations of the Math Midway as a travelling exhibition.  If you have a venue anywhere in North America and are interested in hosting the Math Midway, or know of a particularly good location we should consider, please contact us at www.mathmidway.org. 

 Schedule
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New York Hall of Science, Corona Park, Queens, NY
The Math Midway will be coming to a travelling exhibition gallery at the New York Hall of Science from February 6, 2010 to April 16, 2010 --  Book your classes now for this exciting exhibit and tour the rest of the Hall of Science.  For reservations, call 718-699-0301 and ask to see if you qualify for the Math Midway 10% discount on admission fee.   

The World Science Festival, Washington Square Park, Manhattan

The Math Midway will, once again, be a part of the Street fair portion of the World Science Festival to be held in Washington Square Park during the weekend of June 5 and 6, 2010.  Once again, volunteers will be needed to run this event.  Come one come all and see this exciting event!
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The Long Island Mathematics


Educators Hall of Fame





2006 Inductees


	Rose Ambrosino


Sandra Cohen


	Edward Keenan


	Alfred Kalfus	


Dr. Jung Pi Lee


	Dr. George Lenchner


	


2007 Inductees


	Bernard Goudreau 


John Lufrano


	Dr. Alan Tucker


	Joseph Quartararo





2008 Inductees


	Alyce Ardtz


	Dr. Joyce Bernstein


	Dr. Sheldon Gordon


	Richard Kalman


Lance Modell





2009 Inductees


	Curt Bodie


	Judy Broadwin


	Maxine Lifshitz


	Bruce Waldner





Sandy Cohen Family Math Day





Family Math Day is a yearly event that was founded by Sandy Cohen.  It is presented by the Nassau County Math Teachers Association and the Nassau County Association of Math Supervisors.  Since our first Family Math Day in 1989, attendance has grown by leaps and bounds. Approximately 750 families show up for a morning of fun mathematical workshops. We have approximately 120 speakers and 150 volunteers helping to make this a successful event. Families enter contests and participate in hands on activities to enhance the child and parent’s mathematical knowledge.  Exploration into mathematical problem solving is presented in ways that are fun and exciting for adults and children alike. 











�


The Museum of Mathematics


First Annual Nassau County


Middle School Math Olympiad Tournament


For students in grades 7 and 8


 For Nassau County it will be held at 


Kellenberg Memorial High School


Thursday, March 11th


8:30am to 2:00pm


For further information: contact Andrea Nordquist at �HYPERLINK "mailto:anordquist@stmartinmarianist.org"��anordquist@stmartinmarianist.org� 


or  516  476-9094


For Suffolk County it will be held on


Friday, March 12th


 at Brookhaven National Labs


8:30am to 2:00pm


For further information: contact Cindy Lawrence 


at


� HYPERLINK "mailto:cindycpa@optonline.net" ��cindycpa@optonline.net� 





How to Make Math Count is a K - 8 Math staff development opportunity at which teachers select a series of grade specific workshops and leave with wonderful activities they can use in their classroom.  The registration fee is $45 and includes lunch.  Each year hundreds of teachers rave about their experience and tell us they will make the “How To” an annual event.


 


Molloy College - Rockville Centre Campus


January 8, 2010








Limaçon





This year’s annual Limaçon Conference this year is scheduled for April 16th at SUNY-Old Westbury.





The keynote speaker at this year’s conference is Dr. Henry S. Kepner, President of the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics.  Dr. Kepner has experience as a middle grades and high school mathematics teacher, a professor, and an associate dean, as well as a program officer at the National Science Foundation.  Since 1982 he has been Professor of Mathematics Education at the University of Wisconsin – Milwaukee. 


Dr. Kepner’s keynote address, Reasoning, Sense Making, and Connections: Part of the Common Core Standards for All Students, will be followed by a daylong series of sessions and workshops focused on mathematics education, pedagogy, and problem solving.  Presenters and participants alike can expect sessions to provide ideas, techniques, and skills that help improve teaching and content effectiveness and recharge batteries.





 














Student Symposium - May 28


Come be part of beautiful and inquisitive mathematics at this year's Student Symposium on Friday, May 28th.  Students will be engaged by activities that challenge their abilities and asked questions that intrigue their intuition.  You don't want to miss this rewarding opportunity to present to eager math students.  Please volunteer your time and register using the attached form.  Also make sure to sign up a group of students from your school to be part of this year's event.  See you there! ‪


 














NCAMS membership information and forms and the Full NCAMS calendar are available on our website:


www.nassaumath.com





A call for Speakers:








Student Symposium – contact Tara Werle at � HYPERLINK "mailto:Twerle@oceansideschools.org" ��Twerle@oceansideschools.org� .








